Learning Vocabulary

Reading: Before you actually start you should carefully read the vocab. Read aloud to make sure that you can pronounce the words correctly. 
Pronunciation: Whenever you are not absolutely sure how to pronounce a word correctly you must look up the correct pronunciation in your ALD/DCE. However it is much better to listen to the pronunciation on your DCE CD-ROM. Very few people have a good pronunciation or can decode phonetic symbols properly, that is why in most cases it makes no sense to ask your brother, sister or parents. 

Template: Use a cardboard template (Schablone) with which you can cover the different columns of the handout.
Chunks: Our brain has only a limited capacity (Fassungsvermögen). That is why you should divide your vocabulary into suitable “chunks” (Portionen). Research has shown that the ideal number (depen​ding on difficulty and several other factors) lies between ten and fifteen items. An average handout consists of ca. twenty items, so you should divide the vocabulary into two groups of ca. ten words/phrases. After the first group you should make a break and do something different before you deal with the second chunk.
First session: Cover the left column and the definitions with your template so that only the German column is visible. Say the English word and its definition loud (if necessary check the pronunciation) and write it on notepaper. Compare the correct spelling carefully. If you did not know the word or made a spelling mistake, mark the word e.g. with a pencil cross.

Second session: Throw away your old notepaper and take a new one. Now you deal only with the marked words/phrases that you made wrong in the first session. The point is that you concentrate only on the things you did not know. There is no point in “learning” things again and again once you have mastered them; it is just a waste of time.

Third session: Again after a break you take your template and start at the bottom of the page. You cover the English word(s) and the German translation, so that you only see the English definition. Read the definition, think of the English word(s) and the German translation. If necessary write the word(s) again. 
Revision: Unfortunately our brain forgets things at a horrible speed. That is why vocabulary must be revised regularly. Vary these revisions. A good exercise is e.g. to make a mental revision and see how many words you still remember after several days, weeks or months.
Imagination: Research has shown that we can remember things much better when we connect them with concrete mental images. So when you want to learn activity verbs imagine those activities. The more exaggerated or absurd those mental pictures are, the better. When you have problems with correct spelling you might visualize how the huge letters of this word appear one after the other in a bright neon colour on a black background.
Simulation: By far the best method for testing vocabulary is to cooperate with a friend and simulate an oral examination. Decide with the help of RPS (rock – paper – scissors) who is going to be the “exa​miner” and who the “examinee” (Prüfling). The “examiner” should vary the tasks exactly the way Mr Lüders does it. For example give the English word and ask for a definition or vice versa. Or provide the German word and ask for the English translation or the other way round. Have the “student” make a sensible sentence to demonstrate that he can use the word properly. Give a word (e.g. a verb) and ask for other members of the word family (noun, adjective etc.). Give a word, ask for other words with a similar meaning and have the “candidate” explain the differences between the words. Give a typical sentence, leave a gap (acoustic signal) and ask for the missing word(s).

